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spasms.   Dressed in a forester's garb, he had thrown a blanket over his
shoulders.1

This description of a poor, old, diseased village priest is
graphic, though a little too colourful.

On the pretext of measuring the trunk, Krshna induces
Ahilocana to get into it, and shuts down the lid. The
demon is suffocated to death. Krshna entrusts the box to
his sister, Subhadra. The wives of Krshna, burning with
curiosity, prevail upon Subhadra to open the box. Feminine
curiosity is, then, picturesquely described by the poet. The
box is opened, the spirit of Ahilocana enters Subhadra, and
Abhimanyu is bora

VI

In the contemporary setting of Narasihha Mehtnnl Hundl
the poet 3s not put to the strain of having to devise situa-
tions congenial to his art as in the PurSnic akhyanas, and
is more successful The Mehta drew a hundi on Krshna at
Dvarika in favour of some pilgrims.

The Beloved met the pilgrims on the banks of the Gomati. He had a fitting
appearance. He walked as men do in the market. His turban was of twisted
folds. Where did he learn to fold it so? With a pen behind his ear, he lookecT^
vanika....Like a bania, the Lord spoke hurriedly and with a lisp. A necklace of
gold was round his neck ; a broad belt of geld round his waist. His palm had
the lines of wealth. He had rings on his fingers, a scarf over his shoulders. The
Lord was large of build2
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